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2 and Remarkable PxR DIE TIOuS of 


that Holy , Learned, and excellent Biſhop, 
James Usher late Lord Primate of Ireland. 


tHe: Author ofthe Life of this Exccllent and Worthy 
Primace and Arch-Biſhop, gives an Account, that a. 
mong other extraordinary gifts and graces, which it 
pleaſed the Almighty to beſtow upon him, he was wonderful. 
ly endued with a Spirit of Propheey, whereby he gave outſe- 
veral true Predictions and Prophefies of things a. great while 
before-they cameto paſs, whereof fome we have ſeen fulfilled: 
and others remain yet to be accompliſhed; And though he was 
one that abhor'd. Eathuſiaſtick Notions, being too Learned, 
National, and knowing, to admit of ſuch idle Freaks & Whim.. 
fies. Ver he profe, That ſeveral times in his Lite he had ma - 
ny things impreſt upon his mind, concerning future Events, 
c wielrſo much warmneſs and importunity, that he was not able 
to kcep them ſecret; but lay under an unavoidable neceſlity to 
&make them known, 

From which Spirit he foretold the Iriſb Rebellion Forty 
years before it came to paſs. with the very time when it ſhould' 
break forth, in a Sermon Pteached in Dublin in 1601, where 
from Prell 4. 6. diſcom ſing concerning the Prophets bearing 

the Lord therin appointed a 
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day for a year: he made this direct Application in Relation to 
the connivance at Popery at that time. From ths year (lay s he) 
will I reckon the fin of Itelaud, ut thoſe whom you now imbrace, 
ſhall be your Ruin, and you ſhall bear thu iniqnity. Which pre- 
diRioa proved exactly true, for from that time 1601, to the 
* yeah 641, was juſt Forty years, in Which it is gotoriouſly 
known, that the Rebellion and DeſtruQion of Ireland happe- 
ned, which was acted by thoſe Popiſh Prie ſts, and other Pa- 
piſts, which were then coanived at. And of this Sermon the 
Biſhop reſerved the Notes, and put a Note thercof in the Mar- 
gent ot his Bible, and for twenty Years before, he ſtill lived 
inthe Expectation of the Fulfilling thereof: And the nearer 
the Time was, the more confideat he was, that it was near 
Accompliſhmcat, though there was no viſible appearance of 
any ſuch thing: And { ſayes Dr. Bernard) the Year before 
the Rebellion broke forth, the Biſhop taking his leave of me, 
being then going from ireland to England, he adviſed me to 
a ſerious Preparation; fox I ſhould ſee heavy Sorrows and 
Miſeries, before I ſaw him again; which he delivered with 4 
great Confidence, as if he had ſeen it with his Eyes: Which 
ſeems to verefir that of the Prophet, A 3. 7. reh, the 
Tord will ds nothing, bat he will reveal it ts his Servants, the 

Prophets. 

From this Spirit of Prophefie, he fore-law the Changes 
and Miſerics of — — in Church and State ; for having in one 
of tris Books. {called De Prim, Fed. Brit.) given a large ac- 
count of the Deſtruction of the Church & State of the Britt alas 
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4. Biſbop Ulſbers Pzopheſies: 
often ſpeaking wich Fear and Trembling, even wen the King- 
had the greateſt Succeſs: And would therefore conſtantly pray 
and give all advices poſſtble, to prevent any ſuch thing 6 
From this Spirit he fore-ſaw his own Poverty in worldly 
things; and this he would often ſpeak of, with admiration to 
the Hearers, when he was in his greateſt Proſperity; Þhichs 
the Event did moſt certain y verefy, f 
From this Spirit he Predicted the Diviſions and Confuſions 
in England in Matters of Religion, and the ſad conſequences 
thereof; ſome of which we have ſeen fulfill'd z And I pray 
God, the reſt which he feared, may not alſo be accompliſh» 
ed upon us; | 
Laſtly, From this Spirit he fore- told, That the greateſt - 
ſtroke upon the Reformed Churches was yet to come; and that 
the time of the utter Ruin of the See of Rome, ſhould be when 
ſhe thought her ſelf moſt ſecure: And as to this-Laſt, I ſhall 
add a brief Account from the Perſons own land, who-was con- 
cerned there in; which followeth intheſe words, 
The Year before this Learned and Holy P rimate; A. Biſhop 
Yſher-dyed; Iwent to him, and earneftly.dcfired him, to give 
me ia Writing his Apprehenſions concerning luſtiſication and 
SanRification by Chriſt, bccauſe Lhad-formerly. heard him 
Preach upon thoſe Points, wherein he ſeemed to make thofe 
great Myfteries more intelligible to my mean Capacity, then 
any thing whicli I had ever heard from auy other: But becauſe 
I had but. an Im perfect : and confuſed Remembrar ce ot the Pars. 
ticulars, I took the boldneſs to importune him, that he would 
pleaſe to give a brief account of them in Writing whereby J 
might the bettet imprint them in my Memoriez. of which he 


_ would willinglic have excuſed himſclf, by. declaring hisinten- 


tions of not writing adie more: Adding, That if he did write 
anie thing, it ſnould not exceed above a Sheet ot two: But up- 
on my cantinucd Importunity, I at laſt obtained. his Promiſe. 
He.comiogro Town ſome time after, was pleaſed to give me 
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Biſhop Ulbers 5Pyophelleg 5 
a Viſit at my Houſe , where I failed not to challenge the Bene- 
fice of the Promiſe he had made me: ¶ Hetep!lyed J That be 
had not writ, and yet be could not charge himſelf with any breach of 
Promiſe ; For ( ſaid he) 1 did begin to write, but when | came to 
write of Sanitificationg. that is of the New-Creatwe, which God 
* eformeſþ by his Spirit in every Soul, which he doth traly Regenerate, 
1 found ſo little of it wrought in my ſelf, that I could ſpeak of it only 
4 Parrots by Note. and without the knowledge and underſtanding of 
what I might have expreſs; aud tberſore, I duritnot preſume to 
pr oceed any further upon it, | 

And when I ſeemed to ſt and amaz d, to hear ſuch an Hamble 
Confeſſion from ſo great and experienced a Chriſtian, He add- 
ed I muſt tel you; We do not well underſtand what Santtification 
and the New-Creatureare, It « no leſi then for a man to be brought 
to an entire Refignation of bus will to the will of Cod, and ro live in 
the Offering up of his Soul continually in the flame) of Love, as 4 
whole burnt Offering t0 Chriſt, and how little (lays he) are many 
of thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity experimentallpacquainted with this 
work on their Souls. | 

By this Diſcourſe, I concejved he had very: excellently. and 
clearly. diſcovered to me that part of Sancti fication whichhe 
was unwilling to write, 

then preſumed to enquire of him what his preſent appre⸗ 
henſions were cõcerning a very great Perſecution which ſnould 
fall upon the Church of God in theſe Nations of Eg, Sc 
land, and ireland, of which this Reverend Primate had ſpoken 
with great confidence many years before, when we were in the 
higheſt and fulleſt ſtateof outward Peace and Settlement. I 
uked him whither he did believe thoſe ſad times to be paſt; 
or that they were yet to come, To which he anſwered, 7b 
they were yet to come, and that he did as configently ex pelt it, as 
ever he had done, adding, T bat thu ſad Perſecution would fall pon 
all the Proteſt ans Churches of Europe I replyed, That I did hope 
in might hays been paſt 35 t9 thele Nations of ours. face 
thought, 
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s Biſbop Uſbers Pzophelies. 
thought, that though we, who were the Prople thereof, have 


been puniſhed much leſs thea out fins have deſerved, and that 
Our late Wats had made far leſs devaſtations, chen War com⸗ 
monly brings upon thoſe Countries where it pleaſeth God in 
Iudgement co ſuffer it; yet we muſt ner ds acknowledge, that 
mau great Huuſes had been Burut, Ruined, and leſt wWichoui 
Inhabitante, many great Familiet 2 * and uadone, 
and many Thouſand Lives alſo had been loſt in that bloody 
War, and that Ireland and Srorland, as well as England, had 
drunk very deep of the Cup of Gods Anger, even tothe oyer, 
throw of the Government, andthe utter Deſolation anal of 
2 very great part of choſc Countties. 
But this Holy man, turning to me and fixing his Eyes u 

me with that ſerious and ite ful look which heuſuaily had when 


he ſpake Gads word and nat his own ; and when the Power of 


God ſcrewed to be upon him, and to conſtrain him to ſpeak, 
which I couldeafily diſcern much to differ from rhe countenance 
wherewith he uſually ſpake to me; He ſaid thus. | 

Fool not your ſelf with ſuch hopes, for I tell you, all you have yet 
ſeen, bath been bus the begining of ſorrows what is yet 10 come upon the 


Prqteſtant Churches of Chriſt, who will ere long fall under a fbarp- 


er Perſecution then ever jet has upon them; and therefore L ſaid 
he to me] look you be not found in the Outward Court, but a wor- 
ſhipper in the Templebefore the Altar. for Chrift will meaſure all tboſe 


bas profeſs his Name, and call themſelves bis People ; and the Oui. 


word marfripperc be will leave out is be trodden down by the Gentiles, 
The ou werd Court C (ays he ] # the formal Chriitian, whoſe Re. 
ligion lies inperforming the outſide duties of Chriftianity, withous 
having 4ninward Life and Power of Faith and Love, uniting them 
taChrift; and theſe God will leave to be trodden down, and ſwept a- 
way by the Gentiles y But the worſhippers within the Femple , and 
befere the Altar, are theſe wha indeed worſhip Gop in Spirit and in 
Truth, whoſe Souls are made his Temples, and'be is honouro# and 
adored inthe moZt inward thoughts of their hearts, andthey * 
: — ay | » 


| Biſhop Uldets Pzopheſies.—__. 7 
flee thelr Lafts and vile sffettions yea, andrheir ow? Wills ts him; 
and theſe God will hide in the Bollow of is Hand and under the 
ſhadow of bis wings; and tis ſhalt be one great difference between 
this laſt. and all other preceding Perſecutions , For in the former, 
the mo} eminent and ſpirituall eMtniſters and Chriſtians did gene- 
Pally [fer moſt, ys. were moſt wiolemtyifullen upon, bat in this 
laft Perſeoution,. theſe ſhall be preſtwoed by God as a-Sted to partake 
of that Glory which ſhall immediatl follow and come upon the Church 
44 ſoon avever this ſtorm ſhall be ouer; 2 45 it ſhall be the ſharpeſt, 
fo it ſhall be the ſhorte?? Perſecution of them all , and ſhall only take 
away the groſs Hypocrites and formal. Profeſſors, but the true Spiri« 
wal Belis vers ſhall be preſerved till the Calamity be over-paſt, 

I then asked him by hat means or inſtruments this great Try- 
al ſhould be brought on. He anſwered, By the Papi ts; Ireply. 
ed, that it ſeemed to me very improbable they ſhould be able to 
do it, ſince they were now little countenanced, and but few in 
theſe Nations, and that the hearts of the People were more ſet 
againſt them then ever ſince the Reformation, He anſwered 
again, That it would be by the hands of Papiſts, and in the 
*wayof a fuddain Maſſacree, and that the then Popeſhould be 
the chief Inſtrument of it. } 7 „ NN 

All this he Spake with ſo great Aſſurance, and with the ſame 
ſerious and concerned Countenance, which T have before ob. 
ſerved him to have, when l have heard him foretell ſome things: 
which ia all humane appearance were very unlikely to come do 
paſs, which get I my ſeſt have lived to ſee happen according to 
his prediQion,. and this made me give the mote carneſt atten. 
tion to what hethen urrered; 33 

Hie then added, That the Papsffs were in his Opinion the 
Gentiles ſpoken of in the i 1th of the Revelations; to whom the 
©outward Court ſhould be left, that they might tread irunder+ 
foot; They having received the Eenileesworthip in their a- 
*doring linages, and Saints depaited, and in taking to them - 
? ſelves gany Mediators; Aug this glad he) the 774 — 
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. defigning among themſclvs, & therefore be ſure ydu be ready 
This was the Subſtance, and i think (for the greateſt part) 
the very ſame words which this Holy man ſpake to me at the 
time beforementioned not long before his death, and which 1 
write down, that ſo great andnotable a Prediction gb noe be. 
loſt and forgotten by my ſelf nor others. oY 
This gracious Man repeated the ſame things in Subſtance to 
his offfy Daughter the. Lady Tyeril, and that with many tears, 
and much about the ſime time that he had expreſt what is afor- 
ſaid to me, and which the Lady Tyrril aſſured me of with her 
own mouth, to this purpoſe. 2 7 
That opening the Door of his Chamber, She found him with 
his Eyes lift up to Heaven, and the tears running a pace down 
His Checks, and that he leemed to be in an Extaſie, wherein he 
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